Shiur L’Yom Chamishi

[Thursday’s Study]
READINGS:
Torah Mishpatim:
 
Exodus 23:1-33



Haftarah:       


Jeremiah 34:18-20



B’rit Chadasha:    
II Corinthians 6:11-14
“You are not to be a follower of the majority for evil . . .”  

[Exodus 23:2]
___________________________________________________

Today’s Mishpatim Meditation is Psalm 119:25-32;

This Week’s Amidah Prayer Focus is L’hodot [The Prayer of Thanksgiving]

Today’s aliyah of Torah finds Moshe awash in the glory Cloud that sits atop Mount Sinai. The former place dandy of Egypt is right in the middle of an intense and world-changing 40-day-and night long no-holds-barred God-encounter. 


I call this unit of Torah ‘Moshe’s Magical Mystery Tour’, and I call this particular 3-chapter segment of it ‘the Mish’patim Discourse’. 


The Divine Visitation I am speaking about began last week at the end of parsha Yitro.  As we have been discussing all this week the Divine Bridegroom has given Moshe a specific directive: 

V'eleh ha-mishpatim asher tasim lifneyhem . . .

These mishpatim you are to set before their faces . . .

[Exodus 21:1]

It should be noted – and constantly kept in mind -- that the mishpatim discourse is part of a section introduced by the now familiar prophetic literary ‘clue’ Vayomer Adonai el-Moshe . . . [and the Holy One said to Moshe . . .].  As I have mentioned before, this is a very, very significant literary device used by the Writer of Torah.  We absolutely must – in order to learn to distinguish the Voice of our Divine Bridegroom from the ‘voice of another’ – be able to catch, pick-up on, and work with this literary clue.


The Vayomer Adonai el-Moshe introduction clues us in you see that the words we are reading are ‘red-letter Torah’ – words that emanate straight from the mouth of our Divine Bridegroom, which therefore contain creative, prophetic power. 


Such words are Divine ‘seed’ – in which is Divine and Abundant Life – in their purest and most powerful form.


When we see the Vayomer Adonai el-Moshe’’ literary clue that the words which follow immediately after in the text are not part of some legal system developed by ‘Moses the Lawgiver’.  They are not the ‘law of Moses’. They are not some legal code derived from principles Moshe the prince of Egypt studied in the codex of Hammurabi.  


Words following the phrase ‘Vayomer Adonai el-Moshe’’ in the text of Torah are direct proclamations of the Divine tongue, and are thus infallible, and unchanging. 


Words that follow the phrase ‘Vayomer Adonai el-Moshe’’ in the text of Torah are both infinite in scope and effect and 100% eternal in duration.

They are living and active words of the Creator of the Universe. 


They are more powerful than any two-edged sword. They are like guided missiles from Heaven which are designed for and fully capable of penetrating the human psyche even to the dividing of soul and spirit, joints and marrow. 


They are lightning bolts of pure wisdom from the Vast Brilliance of the Mind of the Creator of All Things which are designed for and fully capable of discerning the thoughts and intents of every human heart. 


The writer of the Torah wants us to know beyond a shadow of doubt that all the mishpatim – i.e., all the instructions we will read this week as to how the Holy One thinks, and how He wants us to approach various situations that involve His most beloved creation, man – are Vayomer Adonai el-Moshe words.

After All, We Are Still At Sinai


The Holy One began the Erusin [betrothal] ceremony of Sinai last week in parsha Yitro by calling all those He had redeemed from Egypt to His Chuppah on the mountain with the ‘great trump’.  He then pronounced ten utterly foundational aspects of the permanent relationship He was establishing with us -- His Beloved.  


We all heard the words He spoke. We saw them – and felt them – and died to them.  They were not just words such as humans speak.  They were not ‘laws’ such as politicians draft.  They were like lightning bolts.  And one by one, each of the Holy One’s lightning bolts struck all 2,000,000 of our hearts, souls and minds simultaneously. 


Ten times in succession His words, like guided missiles, pierced the protective bunkers we, as fallible human beings, had built around our hearts. 


Our Divine Suitor – He whom our soul loved and most wanted to impress -- saw us in all our ugliness. Every sin, every weakness, every blemish on our souls, indeed, everything about us was naked and laid open before the eyes of Him. 


It was overwhelming.  We as a people were overcome, undone. 


For we suddenly realized that He whom our souls loved, and whom we most wanted to make love us, was able to look right through us, and to see us as we were.  And when we realized that, even knowing full well how utterly sinful and unworthy we were, He chose to love us anyway, with a love more powerful than any force we had ever experienced – well, we just couldn’t handle it. 


We shrunk back in awe.  


Moshe went on alone.


And so, instead of speaking all His wonderful mishpatim – outlining what effect the lightning bolts would have upon us in the days, and weeks, and years . . . and millennia . . . to come -- directly to us, in our hearing, the Holy One spoke them instead to Moshe, who agreed to stand and receive them on our behalf 


And so, even though the great shofar of Heaven has now fallen silent and the Voice of the Creator know longer thunders from Heaven in our ears, the experience of Har Sineh [Mount Sinai] the Holy One planned for us from before the foundation of the world is really just beginning.  


The Divine Betrothal has just entered another phase.

Eavesdropping on the Conversations

of the Bridegroom and the Bridegroom’s Friend


All week long we have eavesdropped in awe as the Holy One has explained to Moshe – on behalf of us all – what the ‘Ten Commandments’ really mean, in real life.  They are not impossible utopian dreams, or goals to shoot for.  They are prophetic and creative words of the Most High God, which affect every aspect of His Creation just as much as the words ‘Light, BE!”  They are supernatural empowerments.  They are the spiritual DNA of who we are as new creations in Him.  And they are but the preamble – the table of contents, as it were – of our shitre erusin, or betrothal covenant.


We are now no longer our own. We are as set apart to the Holy One in much the same manner as a betrothed maiden is set apart to her Bridegroom. 


As a bride-to-be studies the shitre erusin her bridegroom gives her, we are to study and meditate upon and begin to practice the things which the Holy One spoke over us. 


This is, therefore, a time to learn, to shed attitudes, priorities, thought patterns, patterns of speech, and behaviors which are out of sync with our covenant, and thus out of sync with our covenant partner, and inconsistent with the relationship with Him we so long to have.


Part of this process involves learning to deal with ‘other voices’.


The Holy One has made it very clear on several occasions in proceeding passages that we are to sh’ma His Voice, and sh’mar His instructions for living – indeed we are to live by and through ‘every word that proceeds from the mouth of God’. In today’s aliyah the Holy One makes it clear that He need to recognize, however, that not every voice is so trustworthy, and not all words are so full of life. 


In fact, the Holy One wants us to learn that much of what we are going to hear from the mouths of men in the fallen realm in which we are called to live out our earthly lives is not going to be trustworthy, nor will it be full of life. In fact, most of what we will hear men say is going to be ‘disinformation’. 


The Holy One wants us to prepare us, therefore, for the reality that with regard to the words we hear spoken by our fellow men, we are going to have to ‘parse’ carefully every syllable, and closely scrutinize every phrase, to determine its trustworthiness.  


Truth as revealed by the Holy One, not as revealed by the “rumor mill” or the “spin-doctors” of our society, should be what matters to us. 


Truth is to be what guides us in our personal and business relationships, and what governs our personal and business decision-making. 


If we are seeking and focusing upon the Holy One (and not trusting in the “grapevine”) The Holy One will reveal to us everything we need to know to fulfill our Divine Purposes and Destiny. But He will do this in appropriate ways, through His well-established channels of communication. The Holy One has His sources and His counselors, Beloved. 

Approved – and Unapproved -- Sources


What are the Holy One’s methods and channels for communicating truth to us?  They are, first and foremost, His Torah, His Prophets, and His Apostles, as same were inspired by His Ruach HaQodesh.  


These are eternal, and unchanging.  


They are absolutely trustworthy.  


They do not cater to our curiosity.  


They do not minister to our fleshly desire to know “dirty little details”. 


They do not pander to our senses of self-importance or self-righteousness.


Secondly, the Holy One has programmed each one of us with organs of spiritual perception. He has created us with eyes to re’eh [see], ears to sh’ma, and a heart to understand His Words and His Ways and discern His movements.  He is constantly sending spiritual messages our way – consistent with His Torah – to aid us in applying Torah to our lives and making tikkun olam [reconciling the world to Him] in His timing, according to His Plan.  


Thirdly, the Holy One has appointed in each community, in each generation, shof’tim [judges, well-studied in Torah, who have learned to think like the Holy One by judging according to the Sinaitic mishpatim] and tz’dakim [righteous ones well practiced in applying Torah in their own lives and households] as His spokesmen on issues of importance to the Community. 


Do not, however, under any circumstance confuse this latter category of trustworthy sources of truth [shof’tim and tz’dakim] with the elected or appointed spokesmen of either religious groups or movements or political organizations or the representatives of governments of men.  


Do not assume these men have titles you would recognize
.  


It takes some searching – and a lot of discernment -- to find a true shofet or tz’dik.  They are often voices crying in the wilderness. They will seldom hold any “position” recognizable by men.  They will seldom be in favor with any religious organization. 


And yet, they are the very Ones in which the Holy One would have us trust as we walk out Torah, respond to the prophets, continue in the apostle’s teaching, and fine tune our spiritual eyes, ears, and understanding in the course of our eternal quest for truth.  

Other Voices


We should be aware that there are many competing voices – competing voices which speak much more loudly, and cater to our flesh a whole lot more than the Holy One’s sources.  Beware these, Beloved. The Holy One wants us to know  -- up front -- that He will not use certain sources of “information” the world – and our flesh – are drawn to.  

1.  The Gossips


First of all, He will not utilize the gossipmongers of our community to reveal truth to His People.  If a gossip said it, disbelieve it instantly.  Run from it. Whether the gossip, rumor, or slanderous statement is about an acquaintance, a political leader, a religious organization or leader, or otherwise, it is to be considered “dis-information”.   It does not, the Holy One would say, assist you at all in your pursuit of truth.  


It is toxic. 


It is dangerous. 


Don’t taste it. Don’t sniff it. Don’t linger where it is spilled.  


Imagine a skull and crossbones printed on the lips of the one who speaks it in your hearing.  


It is TOXIC WASTE.


Do not let yourself be contaminated by it.

And for heaven sakes do not allow yourself to contaminate anyone else by spreading the dis-information.

2. The Hirelings


Secondly, the Holy One will not utilize the talking heads of the political systems, the media outlets of nations, or the religious leaders of competing movements, to dispense the truth which He sends forth to guide His Redeemed. He will not rely upon talk-radio or religious television personalities (be they conservative or liberal, reform or mainstream, Christian, Jewish, or agnostic) to inform or advise His chosen ones as to how to live their lives or interpret current events. 


The Holy One simply does not entrust life-affecting truth to such people.  They are hirelings.  However well-intentioned they may be when they start out, they inevitably grow dependent upon the organizations and ‘ministries’ they create for money, prestige, and feelings of self-importance – and they simply must, therefore, curry favor with the people who give them their platform and pay their salaries. Hence they cannot, however they might wish to, speak the truth in a consistent and meaningful manner. All such people get from the Holy One is “line upon line” data – unconnected, incoherent snippets of information which can be interpreted any way they choose (and which therefore mean absolutely nothing to anyone).  Their contribution is to make such snippets [a] entertaining, and [b] seemingly much more meaningful, important, and revelatory than they are.


The Holy One knows, and wants us to know, that political, religious, and media personalities – however well intentioned -- each have an agenda, an ulterior motive, for what they say.  He wants us to know and understand that such people, whether they mean to or not, cannot be trusted to handle ‘truth’ in any meaningful way, because they simply have too much personal kingdom and influence at stake. 


The Holy One’s truth in its pure, unadulterated form is, you see, is the death knell for market share, for funding [or charitable contributions] and public opinion polls. Hence, those who see themselves as ‘in leadership’ have no choice but to focus on and disseminate only information that has ‘entertainment value’ – that which will SELL, will increase viewer/listener ratings and market share. They have to deliver ‘bang for the buck’.  It’s the way the system works.


That is just the way it is.  Verily, verily, they have their reward in full. [See and meditate on Matthew 6].


We absolutely must wean ourselves from both such untrustworthy sources, Beloved
 -- from gossips on the one hand and from hirelings on the other.  They are ‘other voices’ – voices of a stranger – to us.  


They do not speak for our Bridegroom. And for us that should be enough said.

The Key to Unlock the Doors of Truth


The key in the search for Truth, for the Holy One’s people, is to avoid “plugging” or “overloading” the organs of spiritual perception with which He has endowed us with “garbage’. 


We must not overwork our eyes by constantly absorbing whatever is broadcast by CNN [or for that matter Fox or even TBN] put out by media outlets. 


We must not overwork our ears by constantly listening to talk radio, our favorite CDs, or the sermons or seminar tapes of the latest ‘star’ of the religious world. 


We must not overwork our hearts by substituting high intensity, high investment/low return “worship services” and ministry commitments for a life-style of worshipping our Creator and covenant partner.  


If we do not overwork and plug them up with such things Beloved the spiritual senses the Holy One has given us will tell us what we need to know
.  Because after all, the Holy One is constantly speaking to us.  All we have to do is sh’ma His Voice – and lo sh’ma the voice of every other.

Four Crucial Principles For Recognizing and

Dealing With the ‘Voice of Another’


The Holy One told Moshe that he was to teach us to keep four crucial things in mind every time we hear any human being start to speak critically about any other human being.

Crucial Rule of Analysis #1: Lo tisa shema shav
The first thing our Divine Bridegroom wants us to keep in mind as we listen to one person speak ill of another is the principle of lo tisa shema shav.  The Holy One said:

Lo tisa shema shav 

You are not to give credence or assign value to a false report 

[or to any uncorroborated statement of facts]

Crucial Rule of Analysis #2: Al tashet yadcha
The second thing our Covenant Partner in Heaven wants us to keep in mind as we listen to one person speak ill of another is the principle of al tashet yadcha. The Holy One said:
al-tashet yadcha im-rasha 

You are not to join your hand with the wicked

lihyot ed chamas
to spread malicious testimony.

Crucial Rule of Analysis #3: Lo-tihyeh acharei rabim

The third thing the Holy One wants us to keep in mind as we listen to one person speak ill of another is the principle of lo-tihyeh acharei rabim. The Holy One said:
Lo-tihyeh acharei-rabim l’ra’at

Do not get caught up in the way of the majority, for it leads to disaster.

[Exodus 23:2]

Covenant with the Holy One means trusting in Him to advise us regarding what is important. That, in turn, requires us to forfeit a “right to know” sordid details that are none of our business.  Fairness, and justice, based upon truth, matter more than who we want to “win”/prevail, what ‘the polls’ say, who the majority sympathizes with, or what the majority thinks is right. 


The lo-tihyeh message is one that is very hard for Americans – or any people who believes in democracy as a way of governance
 – to accept.  In a democracy, you see, the will of the majority is all-important. The vote of the majority determines elections and policy. The consensus of the majority determines priorities and value judgments.  


But the Holy One’s word tells us, whether we want to hear it or not, that the majority’s voice is seldom -- if ever – going to be in harmony with His Voice.


 The majority will, unfortunately, almost always be wrong -- out of sync in some dangerous, sometimes fatal way, with what the Holy One says. 


The Holy One’s people must always be prepared to go against the flow, however politically incorrect that may be. 


Why? Just to be “different”? 


No, Beloved – because the way of thinking of the majority leads to disaster.  


If, therefore, you find yourself agreeing with the majority on any issue, stop, get on your face, and PRAY!  Seek an encounter with the Holy One where He reveals His counsel to your soul and spirit.  Lest you – and your family -- get caught up in, and bear the scars of -- the inevitable ‘Tower of Bavel’ type disaster to which majority opinion – political, moral or religious -- always leads.
Crucial Rule of Analysis #4: Lo-ta’aneh al riv lintot acharei rabim
The fourth thing the Holy One wants us to keep in mind as we listen to one person speak ill of another is the principle of Lo-ta’aneh al riv lintot acharei rabim. The Holy One said in this regard:
v’lo-ta'aneh al-riv lintot acharei rabim l’hatot.

neither are you to testify in court to side with a multitude to pervert justice;

The Holy One wants us to understand, you see, that there is almost always a substantial difference between what a man with a vested interest to advance says happened in a given situation and what really happened.  We are not supposed to simply take any man’s word that another human being has done something wrong, or caused him harm. 

Put another way, we are not to judge by the ‘hearing of our ears’ – but are to employ procedural safeguards that keep us from taking up our neighbor’s offense or cause, and ‘feeling his pain’, and focus instead on what reasonable steps, if any, need to be taken in the future.  

Our purpose is never to look for someone to blame for the problems and injustices in our world – our purpose is, instead, to employ Torah principles to resolve disputes. Our focus, in interpersonal dealings, is always to be on building a better future, not on wallowing in the wrongs – actual or perceived – that have been done in the past.

I wonder if we will ever learn these things, Beloved.

But wait – there is more!

We Are Not to Be Respecters of Persons – or Crusaders

The Holy One also cautions us not to be respecters of persons, nor are we to ‘play Robin Hood’, taking from the rich and powerful and giving to the poor, in an attempt to enforce our own view of ‘social justice’. 

Vedal lo tehedar b’rivo.

Neither shall you favor a poor man in his cause.

This is an instruction that we as the Holy One’s people have stumbled over for a long time. We see what we consider ‘injustices’ in the world, and we think we could ‘fix’ them if we could just redistribute a little wealth [especially someone else’s wealth!].  But this is the exact opposite of what the Holy One tells us we are to do. Torah tells us that we are, in the course of administering justice, actually to respect the rights -- and honor the participation in society -- of both the rich and the poor, the powerful and the powerless.  

This means, among other things, that we are not to look for excuses to take money or property from the rich which they are not willing to voluntarily give.  Instead, only if a specific rich man owes compensation to a specific poor person based upon a specific act of wrongdoing by that rich man, are the judges of our Redeemed Community to get involved. Even then, they are merely to order fair and equitable compensation for the wrong in question – nothing more -- to be paid to the poor man by the rich man [or, if the situation calls for it, vice versa].

Funny – it seems that the Holy One our God actually expects us to trust HIM – instead of our own sense of societal right and wrong -- to redistribute wealth as and when necessary. 

Perhaps the point is that our calling and purpose on earth is not, as some have thought, to be crusaders for -- of champions of - ‘social justice’. Perhaps the idea of ‘social justice’ is simply too subjective to be a part of our life mission.  And perhaps crusading for and/or championing social justice is an endeavor which invariably draws too much attention to ourselves, and hence does not honor the Holy One.

But What About Social Injustice, Civil Rights,

 and Religious Liberty?

This does not mean that our Covenant Partner in Heaven does not care about social injustice. It does not mean that the Holy One is unconcerned about civil rights. It does not mean that He is ambivalent about religious liberty.  What it means is that the standard of social justice we are to follow is the Torah of the Holy One – and nothing more. 

In other words, if we see a brother or sister in what we perceive as a state of need, and want to personally utilize some of the moneys, properties and/or time the Holy One has entrusted to us to assist the poor brother or sister to meet his or her daily needs and/or to ‘get back on his own two feet’, the Holy One explains precisely how we are – and are not -- to do so.  

That is the reason the Holy One is going to go into detail, in coming sections of Torah, regarding setting aside the ‘corner of the field’ and ‘gleanings of the harvest’ instructions, regarding the making of no-interest ‘loans, regarding accepting the ‘servanthood’ of a destitute brother under appropriate conditions, and regarding setting aside the third-year tithe for the benefit of the needy in our community.  If we follow those instructions, we will bring honor to the Holy One – not ourselves.

While the Holy One instructs the individual in detail what assistance he or she should personally give of the resources He places in the individual’s hands, He seems to be making it pretty clear that, in His Redeemed Community, the strong hand of civil government, including but not limited to the taxing authority, it would appear, are not to be the source through which wealth is redistributed.

Does that bother you, Beloved?

Always Keep in Mind Who Is Really In Charge

You see, Beloved, the Holy One wants us to know that it is HE, not us, not our government, not our religious organizations, Who is ‘in charge’.  

In questionable cases, therefore, is far better for us to let the guilty go free than it is to punish the innocent.  Since the Holy One is in charge, we can rest assured that, whatever the courts of man decide [or do not decide], the guilty will ultimately get justice.  

And also, because the Holy One is in charge, we can also rest assured that, whatever the courts of man decide [or do not decide], the injured will ultimately be compensated.  Hence, the Holy One also tells Moshe to set before our faces the following words:

Mid’var-sheker tirchak

Keep far from a false [or baseless] charge, 

V’naki'i v’tsadik al-taharog 

and don't accuse/kill the innocent and righteous:

ki lo-atsdik rasha.
 for I will not justify the wicked.

Eschew The Gift or Favor 

That Comes With ‘Strings Attached’


There are several things humans sometimes do that the Holy One absolutely hates.  One of those things is to accept a BRIBE. The Hebrew word our English Bibles translate as ‘bribe’ is shochad, shin, chet, dalet, Strong’s Hebrew word #7810, pronounced sho-khawd’.  The literal meaning of the word is a present, or a gift, that as we say it today, has ‘strings attached’.   


We are not to accept a gift or favor of any kind if we know our acceptance of it will make us more likely to side with the giver than a person with whom the giver may have a conflict or controversy. Here is the way the Holy One puts it:

V’shochad lo tikach

You are not to take any bribe,

ki ha-shochad ye'aver pikchim 

 for a bribe blinds those who have sight 


visalef div’rei tsadikim.
and perverts the words of the righteous. 

[Exodus 23:8]

Concerning ‘Enemies’ 


The Holy One also makes it clear in this aliyah that He fully understands – and wants us to realize -- that, even in the context of the Redeemed Community, we are simply never going to like everybody – and that everybody will certainly not like us. 


Here is the bad news -- we will, even amongst the covenant community, have “enemies”. 


Whence cometh enemies even among our own people? Well, some we will come to think of as enemies because they have wronged us [or at least we perceive them to have done so]. If the truth be known, however, a far greater number we will just not like because of their looks, or their attitude [as we perceive it], or their politics, or their ‘doctrines’, or their associations – or maybe, just maybe, because we will, despite our best intentions and protestations of innocence, secretly envy their position of prestige, power or wealth. 


What was that we said earlier about the Holy One’s words penetrating even to the dividing of soul and spirit, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart?


The truth of the matter that the Holy One wants us to recognize, Beloved, is that some in our community will also “hate” us, and consider us enemies, for the exact same reasons we ‘hate’ them, and consider them enemies – and that, despite knowing all this about us, the Holy One still loves us – and our enemies – with exactly the same amount of love.


We are not therefore to be overly idealistic or sentimental about the ‘unity’ of the Redeemed Community.  All relationships, even among those who know the Holy One as Redeemer, are potential seedbeds of hate and enmity.  Don’t wring your hands and say “Oh, my!”  Press on anyway, Beloved!
Loving our Enemies – An Idea as Old as Torah!


We have been led to believe that Messiah started a new religion with His teachings about “loving” our enemies.  This is not at all the case. Torah has always told us that one true test of whether we truly love the Holy One is in how we deal with “enemies” and those who hate us.  


Here is what the Holy One told Moshe to teach us even before He instructed us in how to build the Tabernacle, pray, give offerings, or celebrate the feasts:

Ki tifga shor oyvecha o chamoro to'eh

If you meet your enemy's ox or his donkey going astray,

hashev teshivenu lo.
 you shall surely bring it back to him again.

Ki-tir'eh chamor sona'acha rovets tachat masa'o v’chadalta 

If you see the donkey of him who hates you fallen down under his burden,

me'azov lo azov
don't leave him,

ta'azov imo.
 you shall surely help him with it.

[Exodus 23:4-5]


The love we are to show our enemies according to Torah is not mushy, noisy, self-serving sentimentalism. Torah does not permit us just to declare -- to the other person, to the Holy One, or to ourselves -- ‘I love’ or ‘I forgive’, and consider the relational problem solved and the matter at an end. The kind of love of enemies Torah requires consists of real, tangible, practical assistance.


This is a hard saying.  But who said forgiveness and reconciliation was easy?

The Holy One’s Comprehensive Plan

 for Dealing With the Poor in Our Midst


The Holy One’s instructions to Moshe were not only to teach our Community how He wants us to relate to and deal with not only our “enemies”, and those who “hate” us, but also to teach us how He wants us to relate to and deal with two other groups of people – the poor and the sojourner.  [He will later speak of widows and the fatherless].


Here are the instructions we find in today’s aliyah on these subjects: 

Lo tateh mishpat evyoncha b’rivo.

You are not to deny justice to your poor people in their lawsuits.

[Exodus 23:6]

Vedal lo tehedar berivo.

[But] . . . neither shall you favor a poor man in his cause

[Exodus 23:3]

V’shesh shanim tizra et-artzecha 

For six years you shall sow your land, 

v'asafta et-tvu'atah.  
and shall gather in its increase,

V’ha-shevi'it tishmetenah unetashtah 

but the seventh year you shall let it rest and lie fallow,

v'achlu evyonei amecha
 that the poor of your people may eat; 

v’yitram tochal chayat ha-sadeh 
and what they leave the animal of the field shall eat.

ken-ta'aseh l’charmecha 
In like manner you shall deal with your vineyard 

l’zeytecha.
and with your olive grove.
* * *

V’ger lo tilchats 

"And do not oppress a foreigner, 

v'atem yedatem et-nefesh ha-ger
for you know what it is like to be a foreigner,

ki-gerim heyitem b'eretz Mitzrayim.
 seeing you were foreigners in the land of Mitzrayim. 


The Holy One wants us to know that in His eyes our covenant relationship never involves only what we BELIEVE, in how much we talk the talk, much less in how well we do religious stuff like singing, teaching, preaching, praying for an audience. He is not impressed with any of the stuff that we are. What He is keenly interested in is whether or not we are making progress toward fulfilling our purpose and destiny as His covenant people. He wants to know if His chosen Bride-to-Be is becoming the ‘eishet chayil’ [woman of virtue] He has called and empowered us to be. Hence, out of love for us and all mankind, the Holy One from time to time strategically places poor people and people whose appearance, speech, and ways are foreign to us in our lives as a test to see how like Him we are becoming in the course of all our believing and all our pious religious activities.


Did not the Messiah teach the exact same thing, Beloved?

The Shabbat and the Sh’losh Regalim 

[i.e. the Three Pilgrimages]


How well we care for the poor and the foreigner in our midst is not, of course, the only test of our spirituality and faithfulness to His covenant calling the Holy One has programmed into the Torah.  In a subsequent section of today’s aliyah, the Holy One instructs Moshe to lay out for us certain truths about how we are to approach and deal with certain recurring moments in time – first, the 7th Day Shabbat [Sabbath] and then the three sh’losh regalim, or pilgrimage festivals, He has established for all who worship Him as moed’im [Divine Appointments/Prophetic Rehearsals of Future Messianic Events].  


Part of what we are called upon by the Holy One to do in this life, you see, is to reconsider our relationship with the phenomenon we know as “time”. Time is, we will find, our stage -- not our enemy.  Time is a precious gift from The Holy One to mankind. But always remember this:  The Holy One pre-existed time, and is in no way bound by ​it. He created it for us, as a stage upon which to live out our lives. The Holy One has lovingly established and carefully planned all the days, the seasons, the years, and the decades of your life and mine. In His wisdom, He planned our dates of conception and birth, our dates to meet Messiah Y’shua, and, indeed, our dates of death and resurrection. Selah!

Know as well, Beloved, that the Holy One has also established and carefully planned for mankind the centuries and the millennia of the “stage” we call time.  He has set “mile-markers” along the way -- Shabbats, and Prophetic rehearsals for the Messianic Kingdom.  He gives us instructions on how to sanctify time [fill our time up with the maximum amount of His holiness].  


The dates we are instructed to sanctify have never changed -- and will not change.  


They are keyed to the Holy One’s timetable.  


The question is, are we?

Sanctification of Time Mission #1 – 

Commemorating the 7th Day Shabbat

Here are the Holy One’s specific instructions at this juncture regarding the Shabbat:

Sheshet yamim ta'aseh ma'aseycha 
Six days you shall do your work,

uvayom ha-shvi'i tish’bot 
 and on the seventh day you are to rest, 

l’ma'an yanuach shorcha v’chamorecha
in order that your ox and your donkey may have rest,

veyinafesh ben-amatcha vehager.
 and the son of your handmaid, and the alien may be refreshed.
 [Exodus 23:12]

Sanctification of Time Mission #2 – 

Participatating In the Sh’losh Regalim

Sanctification of time does not end with the commemoration of the 7th day Shabbat. The Holy One also gives us instructions regarding three special times during the year when we are going to be called ‘front and center’, and make pilgrimage to Y’rushalayim. 


Later in Torah, the Holy One is going to give us even more ‘special days’ to commemorate, and is also going to get much more specific about how specifically how He wants us to commemorate the days he considers holy.  For now, however, the Holy One merely wants Moshe to lay out the basic principle underlying the mo’edim.  


Hence, even before the Redeemed Community leaves Sinai, much less establishes the capital of His earthly kingdom at Y’rushalayim, the Holy One tells Moshe:


Sh’losh regalim tachog li bashanah.

Three pilgrimage celebrations are you to observe for Me each year

Et-chag ha-matsot tish’mor 

You are to cherish and be careful to observe the feast of matzah.

shiv'at yamim tochal matsot ka'asher tsiviticha 

Seven days you are to eat matzah, as I spoke to you,

L’mo'ed chodesh ha-aviv 

at the time appointed in the month Aviv

ki-vo yatsata miMitzrayim 

(for in it you came out from Mitzrayim),

v’lo-yera'u fanay reykam.

and no one shall appear before me empty.

 V’chag ha-katsir 

And the Hag-HaKatzir,

bikurei ma'aseycha asher tizra b’sadeh 
the first fruits of your labors, which you sow in the field:

 v’chag ha-asif b’tset ha-shanah 
and the Hag-HaKatzir, at the end of the year,

b’ospecha et-ma'aseycha min-ha-sadeh.
 when you gather in your labors out of the field.

Sh’losh pe'amim b’shanah 

Three times in the year

yera'eh kol-zechurecha al-penei ha-Adon Adonai.  
 all your males are to come to a face to FACE meeting 

with the Holy One your GOD.

[Exodus 23: 14-17]


Is not this strange, Beloved?  When the Holy One told us what He wanted us to do to meet with Him and in His Name He did not tell us to build churches or synagogues or mosques or temples or shrines or altars of any kind in our communities. He did not tell us to schedule weekly worship services at convenient locations at which we could sing, study, or fellowship with either like-minded folks or ‘seekers’. What He told us instead was that He would meet with us face-to-Face three times a year in connection with specific pre-programmed moments in time.


I wonder what would happen if we ever started to actually take the Holy One’s instructions in this regard seriously.  I know it is a radical idea. Forgive me please for having the audacity to bring it up.


But still I cannot help wondering what would happen – what effect it would have on planet earth -- if we actually took a step back from all the stuff we are doing ‘in His Name’ and focused our spiritual energies instead on [1] meditating on and teaching our children the Holy One’s Torah, on [2] applying His instructions for living to the ‘rubber meets the road’ situations of our lives, on [3] caring for the poor, the foreigner, enemies, as the Creative and Prophetic Words He spoke on Sinai empowered us to do, and on [4] getting re-charged and recommissioned as He said to, simply by resting on the 7th Day Shabbat and by personally participating in the Festivals of Pesach/Matzah, the first Ingathering [Shavuot], and the second Ingathering [Sukkot].  

I am sorry – I know it sounds crazy – but when I read the Torah, I just start to wonder such things, Beloved.  


I know some will say of me that I am, as Paul Simon described himself a few years ago,‘still crazy after all these years’.


But at times like this when what neither the vast majority or the select minority of religious folks are doing ‘in His Name’ really does not seem to be working very well, I really do wonder if it might be time for someone to actually shift gears and well . . .  actually give the Holy One’s way a try for a change.
Oh, Did I Mention that There Would Be An Angel

With You Wherever You Go?


The last part of today’s aliyah [verses 20-33] adds shape, texture, and context to the provisions of the Aseret HaDibrot where the Holy One indicated that His people will not take His Name lightly and will have no other gods before him.   The Holy One tells our ancestors that He is going to send an angel ahead of them -- we are instructed to follow this angel, and not rebel against him, because “My Name is in him”.  Exodus 23:21.   The Holy One tells Moshe:

Hineh anochi shole'ach mal'ach l’faneycha 

Behold, I send an angel before you, 

Lish’morcha b’darech
to sh’mar you by the way,

v’laha-vi'acha el-ha-makom asher ha-chinoti.
 and to bring you into the place which I have prepared.

* * *

Ki-yelech mal'achi lefaneycha 

For my angel shall go before you, 

V’hevi'acha el-ha-Emori v’ha-Chiti v’ha-P’rizi
and bring you in to the Amori, the Hittite, the Perizzi,

v’ha-Kna'ani ha-Chivi v’ha-Yevusi
 the Kana`ani, the Hivvi, and the Yevusi;

v’hichechadetiv.
and I will cut them off.


Just as the Holy One instructed us in previous portions of this aliyah how to relate to such people as our enemy in the Redeemed Community, the poor, and the sojourner, now He instructs us how to deal with one other force we are going to encounter -- the Angel He is sending to guide us. Here is what the Holy One instructs us in this regard:


Hishamer mipanav ush’ma b’kolo 

Sh’mar him, and sh’ma his voice. 

al-tamer bo
Don't provoke him, 

ki lo yisa lefish'achem
for he will not pardon your disobedience, 

ki shmi bekirbo.  
for my name is in him.
 
Ki im-shamoa tish’ma b’kolo 

But if you indeed sh’ma his voice,

v'asita kol asher adaber
and do all that I speak,

veayavti et-oyeveycha
 then I will be an enemy to your enemies,

v’tsarti et-tsorereycha.
 and an adversary to your adversaries.


The Holy One advises us that this “Angel” will lead us into -- and through -- areas where people have set up altars to other gods. This will present us with some challenges, to test our loyalty to the Holy One. When we come in contact with people who worship other gods, the Holy One’s people are not to bow at their altars either in worship of the “other gods” or even out of a sense of respectfulness toward the people who worship them.  

Lo-tish’tachaveh l'eloheyhem v’lo to'ovdem 

You are not to bow down to their gods, nor serve them, 

v’lo ta'aseh kema'aseyhem
nor follow their practices, 

ki hares teharsem
but you are to utterly overthrow them

v’shaber teshaber matsevoteyhem.
 and demolish their pillars.
* * * 
Et-eymati ashalach l’faneycha 

I will send my terror before you, 

v’hamoti et-kol-ha-am asher tavo bahem
and will confuse all the people to whom you come, 

v’natati et-kol-oyveycha eleycha oref.  
and I will make all your enemies turn their backs to you.
 
V’shalachti et-ha-tsir'ah l’faneycha 
I will send the hornet before you, 

V’gereshah et-ha-Chivi et-ha-K’na'ani v'et-ha-Chiti
which will drive out the Hivvi, the Kana`ani, and the Hittite, 

milfaneych
from before you.

While the Holy One’s people are to be kind to sojourners, and accept foreigners into their society under certain terms [accepting the Holy One as their God, and Torah as their lifestyle], they are not to have a “melting pot” society. No one who worships any other god is to be allowed to live in the land. And under no circumstances are the Holy One’s people to make any covenants or agreements with any of the peoples who worship other gods.

Torah – Politically Incorrect As Always


This teaching of Torah is not “politically correct”.  It does not celebrate “diversity” in quite the way our culture (the majority whose path leads to disaster) would promote.  But it is the wisdom of the Holy One. The Holy One does not discriminate on the basis of race, gender, national origin, color, or age.  But, to live in His Community, in the land promised to an set aside for the descendants of Avraham, Yitschak, and Ya’akov, all must bow to Him, and bowing to Him requires accepting His instructions for living.  


Finally, the Holy One concludes by telling us specifically what He wants us to focus our time, energies, and attention on when all this is happening around us – and what the effect will be upon our lives if we do. He says:

V'avadetem et Adonai Eloheychem

You are to serve the Holy One your God

 uverach et-l’chmecha v'et-meymeycha 

and he will bless your bread and your water,

v’ha-siroti machalah mikirbecha.
and I will take sickness away from your midst.
 
Lo tihyeh meshakelah v'akarah b'artzecha 

No one will miscarry or be barren in your land.

et-mispar yameycha amale.
I will fulfill the number of your days.

May it occur quickly, and in our days, Beloved. 

Questions for Today’s Study


 1.  Part of what the Holy One tells us about life has to do with words we hear spoken by our fellow human beings.  We have to be careful listening to what our fellow humans tell us.


[A] List the instructions He has given concerning gossip and accusing other people of wrongdoing; and 


[B] List the instructions He has given concerning not letting anything get in the way of fairness and truth.

2.  Just because we are part of a redeemed community that has a covenant relationship with the Holy One does not mean that we will not have enemies – even within the Redeemed community!

[A] In Strong’s and Gesenius, look up the Hebrew word our English Bibles translate as “enemy” in verse 4 [Strong’s #341, pronounced o-yabe']. Write the Hebrew word in Hebrew consonants, with vowel markings.  Then search out the verb root, and describe the Hebraic word picture you see developing around this word.


[B] List the things the Holy One says we are to do to help our “enemy” and/or the one who “hates” us.

3. The Holy One teaches us how to relate to and deal with not only our “enemies” in the Redeemed Community, and those who “hate” us, but also how to relate to and deal with two other groups of people in our midst – the poor and the sojourner.  

[A] Look up the words “poor”, “oppress”, “stranger”, and “refreshed” in Strong’s and Gesenius. Write each of the Hebrew words (in Hebrew, with vowel markings, and in English transliteration) and describe the Hebraic word pictures that you see in connection with each such word.


[B] Considering the definitions you have found, who are the “poor”?


[C] Considering the definitions you have found, who are the “aliens”?


[D] Much focus is put on the 7th year sh’mittah. This, however, is a simple matter of not planting or reaping. I would like to focus our attention instead on the message the Holy One is giving us regarding the 6 years preceding the sh’mittah. What does He tell us we are to do in the 6 years preceding the sh’mittah, and how is this going to benefit the poor?

`
[E] Likewise, the Holy One makes it clear that the 7th day Shabbat is to serve a purpose beneficial the poor and the alien/foreigner.  How does our taking a Shabbat rest benefit the poor and the alien/foreigner?


[F] What are we to do during the six days preceding the Shabbat, in order that the benefit to the poor, the foreigner, and ourselves can be maximized?


4.  With regard to the mishpatim contained in 23:1-8, what do they teach you about The Holy One’s character, personality, values, and priorities?


5.  In the second section of today’s aliyah Moshe discusses the Shabbat [Sabbath] and the three sh’losh regalim, or pilgrimage festivals, He has established for all who worship Him as moed’im [Divine Appointments/Prophetic Rehearsals of Future Messianic Events].  


[A] What are the Holy One’s people to do (and not do) every seventh year?


[B] What purpose is this to serve, and who is to benefit?


[C] What are the Holy One’s people to do (and not do) every seventh day?


[D] What purpose is this to serve, and who is to benefit?


[E] In verse 13 the Holy One instructs us that we are to “be careful” to do everything He has said concerning the Sabbaths.  In Strong’s and Gesenius, look up the Hebrew word translated as “careful” in this verse. Write the word in Hebrew letters, with vowel markings, and define it in the pa’al verb form.


[F] The Holy One also tells us in verse 13 [a] not to call upon any other god for any reason, and [b] not even to speak the name of any other god in conversation.  Why do you think He gives this instruction?  


[G] At what three festivals does the Holy One say all men should “appear before” Him? 


[H] What specific instructions does the Holy One give about the celebration of these three mo’edim [appointments with the Holy One; prophetic rehearsals; festivals] in verses 15,18-19?


[I] At the time these instructions concerning the sh’losh regalim were given, there was no Temple, no Tabernacle, and no Aharonic priesthood or Levitical ministry. Hence, it would appear that they represent timeless, eternal principles which apply irrespective of geography [i.e., whether we can get to Jerusalem or not.]  If [as now] there is no Tabernacle, no Temple, and no Aharonic Priesthood or Levitical ministry, where are we to go to “appear before [the Holy One], and what are we to do when we get there so that we do not “appear before Him empty-handed”?


[J] With regard to the mishpatim contained in verses 9-19, what do they tell you about the Holy One’s character, personality, values, and priorities?

6.  The Holy One promises, as He begins the third section of today’s aliyah, that He will send an “angel” before the Redeemed Community as they trek toward the land flowing with milk and honey which He promised to give to Avraham, to Yitschak and to Ya’akov, and to their descendants forever. 


Then, finally, the Holy One concludes our aliyah by telling us what to focus our time, energies, and attention on when all this is happening around us – and what the effect will be upon our lives.


[A] Look up the word “angel”, as used in this passage, in Strong’s and in Gesenius.  Write the Hebrew word used (in Hebrew letters, with vowel markings, and in English transliteration) and the definitions given.  Also, look up “angel” in the “Encyclopedia of Jewish Symbols” or some other source and write on your paper one or two notes about what the author says there; 


[B] What, according to our text, is this “angel” sent to do? 


[C] How are those in covenant with the Holy One to respond to the “angel”? 


[D] What will the “angel” have no power to do? 


[E] Read Isaiah 63:1-14.  What does that tell you about the “angel”?


[F] With regard to the mishpatim contained in verses 20 - 33, what do they tell you about the Holy One’s character, personality, values, and priorities?

[G] Do not forget that what we are reading is a shitre eyrusin, or covenant of betrothal.  List all the promises the Holy One makes to His betrothed in verses 22-31.

[H] What instructions does the Holy One give about how His people are to deal with the native people of the land, and why?

7. In today’s Haftarah aliyah the Holy One continues discussing what judgment awaits those who participated in willfully rejecting His mishpatim (in the particular instance of reneging on a promise to let slaves who had served six years go free as the Torah requires, and then forcing people to be slaves against their will).

I will give the men who have transgressed my covenant, 

who have not performed the words of the covenant 

which they made before me, when they cut the calf in two 

and passed between the parts of it;
 
the princes of Y’hudah, and the princes of Y’rushalayim,

 the eunuchs, and the Kohanim,

and all the people of the land, 

who passed between the parts of the calf;

 I will even give them into the hand of their enemies,

and into the hand of those who seek their life;

 and their dead bodies shall be for food

to the birds of the sky, and to the animals of the eretz.

[Jeremiah 34:18-20]


[A] What does the Holy One promise to do personally to the individuals who broke their vow?


[B] What does the Holy One promise to do to the religious leaders and friends of the individuals who broke their vow (apparently because the religious leaders and friends of these individuals did not stand up for what was right and confront the individuals in question)?


[C] What, in your opinion was the “unpardonable” sin of these people?  What was it about their sin that caused The Holy One to inflict the death penalty?

8.  In today’s B’rit Chadasha aliyah Shaul of Tarsus discusses the Corinthians’ attitude toward him and his Jewish rabbi-like ways, and asks for them to reconsider with whom they have taken sides based upon the false reports to which they have listened. 

Our mouth is open to you, Corinthians. 

Our heart is enlarged.

You are not restricted by us, 

but you are restricted by your own affections.

Now in return, I speak as to my children,

 you also be open wide.
Don't be unequally yoked with those who lo sh’ma [unbelievers],
 for what fellowship have tzadikkim [the righteous] 
with those who reject Torah [i.e. the lawless]?
 Or what communion has ohr [light] with choshech [darkness]? 
[2 Corinthians 6:11-14]


[A] How did Shaul of Tarsus describe his attitude toward the Corinthians?


[B] How did Shaul describe the Corinthians’ attitude toward him?


[C] Now that you have read the “do not be unequally yoked” passage [II Cur. 6:14] in context, what do you think it really means?  [If rephrased in modern language, what would it say?]

May the Holy One’s truth and the Holy One’s ways consume all your energies,

as you sanctify each moment of the time He has given you.

The Rabbi’s son

Meditation for Today’s Study
Psalm 119:25-32

My soul is laid low in the dust. 

Revive me according to your word!
 I declared my ways, and you answered me. 

Teach me your statutes.
 Let me understand the teaching of your precepts!

 Then I will meditate on your wondrous works.
 

My soul is weary with sorrow: 

Strengthen me according to your word.  Keep me from the way of deceit. 

Grant me your law graciously!
 
I have chosen the way of truth. 

I have set my heart on your Torah.
 I cling to your statutes, O Holy One.

Don't let me be disappointed.
 
I run in the path of your mitzvot,

For you have set my heart free!
� All rights to or with respect to this publication including copyright are reserved to William G. Bullock, Sr. Reproduction of material from any Rabbi’s son lesson without written permission from the author is strictly prohibited. Copyright © 2005 – 2012 William G. Bullock, Sr. Moreover, please be advised that the statements made in this shiur represent merely the interpretations and considered opinions of the author as to the essence of the meaning of the Scriptural text, and should therefore not be construed as stating or attempting to state, or identifying with or attempting to identify with, the doctrinal position of any organization, ministry, individual, or movement within Judaism, within Christianity, within Messianism in any of its forms, or within or associated with any other religion.


�   Keep constantly in mind both Y’shua’s forceful teaching in Matthew 23 and Ezekiel’s prophetic warning of Ezekiel 34 regarding those who proclaim themselves, or who allow others to proclaim them, as rabbis, ‘fathers’, leaders and pastors/shepherds.


�  This does not mean we are to hate such people, consider them as ‘enemies’, or wage smear campaigns against them or their organizations, churches, synagogues, or ‘ministries’.  That would be just as wrong as what they are doing.  We are merely to see them for the fallible people they are. And we are definitely not to ‘submit to them’, seek to curry their favor, nor look to them, much less rely upon them, for any meaningful assistance in our quest for the Holy One’s highest and best truth.


� The Torah is, of course, the ‘filter’ through which we process and interpret all the messages received through our spiritual eyes, ears, and understanding.  The Holy One will never contradict the Torah.  It is the standard by which all revelation is measured, and against which all things claiming to be revelation are to be compared.


	� Contrary to popular belief the United States is not a democracy. It is instead - and has always been - a constitutional republic, operating under some, but by no means all, democratic principles. The difference is very significant, for in a true democracy, the majority [which Torah says always takes the path to destruction] must always rule, while in a republic, popular opinion is just one voice taken into consideration.
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